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*,* The Public are requefted to obferve that this Paper 
will, after the Publication of No. XII. be printed in Sry- 
MouR’s Postscript, or News of the Day ; a New Pa- 
per to be publithed every Monday, Wednefday, and Friday Even- 
ing, by SEYMOUR, in 


THURSDAY, the 1769. 


quid novifti rectius iftis 


Candidus imperti, fi non, his utere mecum. 


SIR, 


ae T is a conftant obfervation made by all foreigners 
who come into this ifland, or fee any of our 
iflanders, that there is a greater variety of cha- 
racters i in England, than in any other nation in 


the world. The remark is founded upon truth and experi- 
ence. Naturalifts, who dive deep into caufes and effeAls, pre- 
tend to account for it from our climate, our liberty, or fome 
occult reafons too refined and abftrufe, to be the fubject of 
this Paper. The fact is certain, be the caufe of it what it 

may, 
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62 Th BUSY BODY. 
may. With your leave therefore, Mr. Bufy Body, from the 


variegated mafs of characters which nature has ftamped upon 
her feveral editions of Englifhmen, I will endeavour to point 
out three different perfonages nurtured from the root of the 
fame tree. This triumvirate is not always fufficiently diftin- 
guifhed. They too often are grooped under the general de- 
nomination of madmen or fools. It is a carelefs indolent way 
of defining their peculiarities : And as the negative cannot be 
be proved, few people think it worth their while to run into 
definitions, that are fo eafily explained by one fingie term: 
But as in the courfe and commerce of my life, I have obferved 
a very remarkable difference and diftinction between each of 
the characters, which I would here defcribe ; I hope it may 
not be totally unworthy of your attention to look at the pic- 


tures I fhall exhibit, of 


The odd Man. 
The fingular Man. 
The hippifh Man. 


The odd Man, is not only of abfolute Englith growth, but 
his fpecies, like the Irifh wolf-dog, can fearce be propagated 
in any other country. Search for him beyond the Twede, he 
is not to be found. Look for him in Ireland, he may have 
been tranfplanted thither, but the Hibernian air is as fatal to 
him as to toads and ferpents: He {nuffs it up, crawls into a 
ditch and dies. Let us confider then what is the true defini- 
tion of an odd man. It is certain that he is not a fool; on 
the contrary he has good fenfe tintured with abfurdity: He | 
is often a wit. In his general conduct he is rather excentric | 
than imprudent. He differs in all the aétions of his life, in 
all the geftures of his body, in all the thoughts of his mind, 
from the generality of his fellow-creatures. Nay, he differs 
from himfelf, as much as the feafons of the year differ from 


themfelves. He is fometimes hot as fummer, and fometimes 
cold 
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cold as winter towards his oldeft friends, and moft acknow- 
ledged acquaintance. In one hour he kiiows hus intimates, in 
the next he cannot recollect who they are. Unleis he relithes 
his company he is filent, furly, or, when he fpeaks, is pee- 
vithly rude. Give him the companions he chufes, no man 
more happy, no man more agreeable. Let a ftranger appear, 
and he again returns to his affected taciturnity. He has an 
utter abhorrence of foreigners, and deems every man, if born 
upon the continent, either a coxcomb or a fool. Strong in- 
gredients of pride may be perceived throughout his whole 
behaviour. Having in his youth, efpecially at the univertity, 
drank deep of the cup of loftinefs, it intoxicates him during 
his whole life. An aukward bafhfulnefS adds to the appear- 
ance of pride ; and every degree of eafe and familiarity being 
wanting, the compofition of the man is always rendered di{- 
gufting, and often contemptible, although there may be in- 
gredients within him, that unlefs {mothered by oddnefs, mutt 
have been an honour to the poffeffor, and a benefit to his coun- 
try. Next to foreigners, he abhors courtiers. The court is 
a fcene of politenefs. ‘The odd man feldom or ever appears at 


court; he calls his abfence patriotifm. If he called it peevith- 


nefs, oddnefs, or fheepifhnefs, he would give it the true name : 
Nor is he ever mentioned or thought of within the precincts of 
St. James’s, unlefs when a chairman wants an affiftant. 


A Man of very deep learning, without the leaft knowledge 
of the world, muft always be an odd man. Well and wifely 


therefore did a friend of mine write with a diamond pencil 


upon the cafement of his chamber in Oxford, thefe lines : 


George Goggle, his window, 

God gave him grace there out to look, 
And fee the folk pafs to and fro; 

So ftudy man, inftead of book. 


Ir an odd man marries an odd woman, which is too fre- 
quently the cafe, the offspring are generally lunatics. If the 


lunacy 
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lunacy be of the melancholy or methodiftical kind, it is irre- 


coverable, and far beyond the fkill of Dr. Monroe. In fuch 
an unhappy cafe the heir af the family muft end his courfe of 
life in a dark room upon a bed of ftraw : But if a demi-luna- 
tic, not abfolutely too far gone, marries a woman of found 
underftanding, of decent regular behaviour, and of fome pro- 
per degree of vivacity and chearfulnefs, it is more than proba- 
ble that from fuch an alliance, a wit will arife in all the glory 


of fuperior talents. Hence the obfervation of our poet, 


Great wits to madnefs fure are near allied, 
And thin partitions do their bounds divide. 


WirTs feldom endure longer than a fingle fucceffion : They 
relapfe again into odd men. There is fcarce any inftance of a 
witty father producing a witty fon: But odd men laft from ge- 
neration to generation. I am at prefent acquainted with the 
oddeft grandfon of the odde/t grandfather that was ever known. 
My friend, Oakley Coothlefs, Eig; began early to thew great 
indications of oddnefs: Having from his cradle been habituated 
to lye in the fame bed with his grandmother, he continued the 
cuftom till he was near the age of feventeen. His ‘ather re- 
primanded him for fo improper and fo indecent a practice ; 
but Oakley’s anfwer foon difarmed him of all anger: « | 
« think, Sir, faid the young Squire, I may take the liberty of 
«« lying every night with your mother, fince you take the li- 
berty of lying every night with mine.” 

OAKLEY was fent to Gray’s-Inn to ftudy the law: But as 
odd men never follow directions, he fcorned the laborious 
works of Salkeld, and direéted his ftudies to the German Flute ! 
He was afterwards ‘tranfported to Paris, and had recommen- 


datory létters to the Englifth ambaflador there. He dined once 


with his lordfhip, and paffed the reft of his time in a volun- 
tary confinement within his own 4éfe/, dreading nothing more 
than to be feen in a bag wig, or to be afked a queftion in a 
language which he did not underftand. His father’s fudden 
death 
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death delivered him not only from France, but from a project- 
ed journey into Italy. He returned to us with all the preju- 
dices of an Englifhman. He burnt his bag wig at his arrival 
in Golden-Square : He fold his French clothes to the Play- 


houfe ; and he fullenly ordered his travelling tutor, upon whom 
he fettled a very handfome annuity, never to vifit him but on 
quarter days. His deportment at his country feat convinced 
his neighbours and dependants that their company was not 
agreeable. ‘ Gentleman, faidhe, I will do you any fervice in 
«< my power, but I hate duty papers: They are duns for the 


«« immediate difcharge of time; and I thall keep the whole 


«« {pecies out of my houfe in the country, as I do out of my 


« houfe in town. When I want you I will fend for you ; in 
« the mean while, as a free-born Englifhman, I infift upon 
«« having my hours and thoughts at my own difpofal,” 

Our ‘Squire pafles his winters in London. He appears, 
the court and the opera excepted, in moft of the public places 
of refort always alone, and always in a drefs peculiar to him- 


felf. In a general mourning he may be feen in the front boxes 
in a red plufh frock, laced ruffles, an embroidered buff waift- 
coat, and white Nankeen breeches. He commonly places 
himfelf as near as pofflible to the celebrated K---y F---r ; and 
has lately often {wore to me that he would certainly {peak to 
her, if he was not apprehenfive of certain bullies who hover 


roynd her in black fwords and weepers. Not, Sir, fays 
« he, that I am afraid of any man, but a body you know 
«* would not have his name handed about in Chronicles and 
« Magazines.” After the play, he fometimes accompanies a 
few friends, whom he chufes always to call by their Chriftian 
names, to the Bedford Arms : And as I am generally one of 
the number, give me leave to affure you that I frequently go 


home ina kind of aftonifhment, by hearing from him a great 


deal of good fenfe and rational converfation, mixed with fuch 
prejudices, narrownefs of judgment, violence of paflion, and 
xidi- 
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ridiculous notions of the world, as might almoft tempt me 


to the wild opinion that a man, at leaft an Englifhman, has 


two fouls. 
I vinp that I have been betrayed into a whole length, when 


I only intended a half-length picture. The portrait of my 
friend Coothlefs has taken up too much room to allow fufli- 
cient vacancy for the other Englifh gentlemen, whom I pro- 


pofed to place in the fame rank. Some future opportunity 
muft admit them in their proper attitudes.---I had written 


thus far when the third number of your lucubrations was 
brought to me, in which your correfpondent fays, “ However 
‘© not to feem an ODD Fisu, Lrofe from my jeat, Sc.” The 
expreffion of odd fifh-has ftruck me, as being « phrate which 
it was neceflary in my prefent undertaking to explain. The 
odd fith is fimilarly relative to the oud nian, e!pecially when 
the latter is taken in a net that draws !:1m to the thore of good 
company. He flounces, he flounders, he gafps for breath, he 
languifhes after his proper element; and ii he is not returned 
foon to the regions of deepnefs and mud, he beats himielf to 
pieces. 

To enter into the Minutie of odd men might be tedious 
and unnecefiary. In Oakley ({o named by his father, becaufe 
he was born on the 2c*h of May) you fee them all: Their 
drefs, their phifiognomy, their aukwardnefs difcover them. It 
will be almoft ridiculous to add, that 1 have known many {fhort- 
fighted men who are notodd men ; but I never faw an odd 
man who was not fhort-fighted. 

I nave the honour, Sir, to be your kinfman, and am really 
your friend and well-wither. In fome future addrefs you fhall 
have my name uncurtailed, at preient be pleafed to accept of 
the initial letters T. O. 


*," In order to oblige fuch of my relations, as choofe to promote my work, Mr, 
Portincer, my publifher, at the Duzciad in Pater-nofter-Row, has, in allufion 
to his own fign, and to the fable of Apuleius, placed a Golden Aj; in his fhop, 
to receive their offerings; and { doubt not but their contributions will make his 


4/s as tamous for its wit, as Button’s Lion was for its eloquence. 
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